The first decade of the present century has been characterized by several economic shocks such as the 2008 financial crisis. In this data article we present the annual percentage growth rates of the main tourism indicators in the world's top tourist destinations: the United
Specifications
Data is within this article
Value of the data
The data presented in this article provide an overview of the main trends in the world's top ten destinations during the years preceding and after the 2008 financial crisis.
The graphical representation of the series offers an outlook of the dynamic of interactions between the main tourism indicators and economic growth.
This dataset can be used in destination positioning studies based on official macro data.
Data
The data included in this article were obtained from the Compendium of Tourism Statistics of the UNWTO (http://www2.unwto.org/content/data-0). We also use information about the evolution of GDP retrieved from the World Bank web (http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.KD.ZG). The main indicators provided by the UNWTO include: overnight visitors (thousands), total Note: The Skewness and the Kurtosis indicators respectively measure the asymmetry and the shape ("peakedness") of the probability distribution. Negative skew indicates that the tail on the left side of the probability density function is longer than the right side.
expenditure (US$ millions), occupancy rate (%), rooms, and inbound expenditure per GDP (%). 'Overnight visitors' stands for inbound tourism.
Experimental design, materials and methods
The omission of economic indicators and the lack of attention paid to economic return in tourism studies [2] , has led us to incorporate economic information. Given that ratios provide insight into the profitability and the sustainability of tourism activities, we have calculated the ratio of expenditure per tourist as a proxy of tourism profitability. Annual percentage growth rates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and of total inbound expenditure over GDP were also calculated. By using annual percentage growth rates instead of levels, we avoided the issues derived from working with nonstationary time series. In this work we present a descriptive analysis of the annual percentage growth rates of the main indicators provided by the UNWTO and the GDP at market prices based on constant local currency provided by the World Bank. Given that annual percentage growth rates are dimensionless measures of the amount of increase (or decrease) of a specific variable from one year to another in percentage terms, the evolution of the different tourism indicators and economic growth can be compared (Tables 1-7) .
In order to visually represent the evolution the interactions between the main tourism indicators and the economic growth in each destination, we complete the descriptive analysis with a graphical analysis of the annual percentage growth rates of the main variables (Figs. 1 and 2 ).
